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HOW DOES THE FREE CHURCH REGARD AND TREAT 
: AMERICAN SLAVES? 


THIS QUESTION IS ANSWSERED IN THE FOLLOWING LETTER OF 


GEORGE THOMPSON, ESQ. TO HENRY C. WRIGHT, 





It is but justice to the writer to say, that the Letter 
was written in the freedom of private friendship, and is 
published without his knowledge. It is a true and ter- 
rible picture of what is done by all who join in Christian 
fellowship with Manstealers :— 

London, May 7, 1846. 

My dear. Henry,—Yours of Tuesday, from Edinburgh, is before 
me; the pamphlet also. The latter leaves the question where it 
finds it. “As far as it touches that, it is but a repetition of the 
stale libels cast upon our holy and blessed Christianity by those 
who go to the Oid and New Testaments for their warrant to invade, 
sacrilegiously, God’s family, and run away with a part of his off- 
spring. 

O, What a God must the God of those be, who represent him, 
virtually, as saying, “‘ You must not enslave my white children, 
for I made them ‘free and equal ;’ but I have some poor black 
urly-headed ones, and, as I don’t much care about them, you may 
help yourselves, and do as you please with them. ‘True, J have 
embraced even them in the covenant of my grace and mercy, and 
they shall be mine (if they believe the gospel) in the day when I 
make up my jewels. This is enough—eternity is theirs ; they are 
yours till time shall be no longer. My Word, preached by pro- 
phets and apostles and patriarchs, is for you, and for the Chinese, 
the Hindoos, the Mussulmen, for ail the straight-haired races; but 
as for these, having ‘searched the Scriptures’ for yourselves, you 
may deny to them the power of looking into the ‘ will’ of their 
Heavenly Father, and tell them no more than suits your conveni- 
ence. THEY MAY READ IT WHEN THEY GET TO HEeavEN. You may 
point them to mansions on high—you may tell them that they 
shall ‘walk’ with their Saviour in ‘white’-—you may promise 
them a crown of life, and lift their hopes to a crown of glory, 
where they shall be ‘ kings and priests,’ and tread the city of the 
saved in robes of light ; but here, you may make and keep them 
slaves. ‘Their names are written in the Lamb’s book, but you need 
not strike them out of your ledger. Their bodies are the ‘temple 
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of the Holy Ghost ;’ but the ‘temple,’ if not the tenant, is yours, 
to do with as you please. I stand at the door and knock, and if 
any one opens, I enter and ‘abide there.’ But never mind me. 
The house is yours, you have a life-lease, though the guest is the 
Son of God. Tell them they may lay up ‘treasure in heaven;? 
but all, they have and ave, are yours, on earth. Tell them that 
Christ hath said, ‘If any do the will of his Father in heaven, the 
same are his mother and his sister and his brother; but that Christ 
has no objection to his mother his hrother or his sister being 3 
slave. Tell them, that in their origin, their destiny, and their 
faculties, (to be hereafter unfolded,) they are but ‘a. little 
lower than the angels,’ but that, for the present, you may make 
them a little lower than the beasts. Tell them that they were re- 
deemed out of spiritual bondage by ‘the precious blood of the 
Son of God,’ but that you may sell them into temporal bondage 
for such corruptible things as silver and gold.” 

But whither am Irunning? My paper rebukes my rhapsody. 
My thoughts were with the slave on earth, and with the free 
man in heayen—running up and down Jacob’s ladder, from the 
plantation on earth to the New Jerusalem in glory—from the 
horrible bondage of the slave below to the glorious liberty of 
the Son of God above. Forgive me! I had anticipated the 
day—‘‘the day for which all other days were made” —when 
Christ shall know his own—when the Shepherd shall claim his 
sheep;—the day“when that temple shall be built in heaven, the 
stones whereof have been fashioned by the Divine Arehitect 
on earth. In that fold I see the negro; in that temple I see 
the negro—a living stone. Outside of that fold, and excluded 
from the materials of that temple, methinks I see those who 
claimed the child of God as theirs. What would they now give 
to recognise him—to be recognised by him? Methinks I hear 
them say, ‘‘ Have we not prophesied in thy name, and in thy 
name done many wonderful works?” and the answer is, “ f 
never knew ye; I was on earth, but ye bought and sold me— 
ye manaciled and scourged me—ye outlawed and enslaved me— 
ye despised and insulted me; I came to ye in the form of a black 
man: I was poor, ignorant, friendless, powerless—as a black man ; 
and, while ye professed to worship me, seated at the right-hand of 
my Father, in majesty and glory, ye spurned me from the door— 
ye drove me to the field, and hunted me with dogs: I came to ye 
as a little child, and in the helplessness of infancy asked ye to 
succour me, and train me for heayen; ye ranked me with the 
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calves of your stall—fed me only for the fiesh market—and sold 
me on the shambles.” 

“No more. The ground is holy. The thought is overpower- 
ing—I have done. The more I think on this subject, the more 
I find the incompetency of words to express my thoughts. 0, 
God, forgive my sins, and save me from this—the most ter- 
rible of all—that of persecuting thee in the person of thy 
children! or better, for worse, I link myself with thy sui- 
fering poor, and glory in the name of “‘ Infidel,” if thy vice- . 
gerent in my heart tells me that I BeLinve 1n TuEx, when I be- 
lieve that it is not thy will that one of these little enes should 
perish. Appear for their deliverance; make those strong who 
plead their cause. Be with thy servant when they go in unto 
Pharaoh, and ery ‘‘let my people go.’”’ May they be confounded 
in the presence of the great congregation, who pervert thy law, 
and make void thy statutes; and may the prey be delivered out of 
the hands of the spoiler! 

I seribble this in the Club Room, and send it to assure you that 
my heart is with you. Be no longer from Edinburgh than you 
can help. Ail arrangements for the Assembly week should be 
soon made, and well made.—Yours and the slaves, 


Es hetuti: GEORGE THOMPSON. 
Henry C: Wright. 


A LETTER FROM HENRY ©, WRIGHT, 


MINISTERS AND MEMBERS. — 


OF THE 


FREE CHURCH OF SCOTLAND. 


ee eS 


FRIENDS, 


Ir is known to you that every American slerveblabdeid 18 
a MANSTEALER. No man can hold a slave in Ame- 
‘rica and not hold him as a ‘‘ CHATTEL PERSONAL 
to all intents, constructions, and purposes whatsoever.”’ 
This you know, for you have been told it by witnesses 
whose veracity you do not doubt, <.e. by the slave laws, 
and by the decisions of civil and ecclesiastical courts. 
You know that no man can acquire a moral right to hold 
the ‘‘ persons’? of men as property. You know, too, 
that God has classed ‘‘ MANSTEALERS ” with ‘‘ mur- 
DERERS OF FATHERS AND MURDERERS OF MOTHERS.”? 

You have joined hands with MANSTEALERS, and 
are under a publicly expressed pledge to receive them to 
your pulpits and communion as Christians and Christian 
ministers. You solicited money of them as of Christians 
to build your churches, and they gave the money with 
the understanding that you were to recognise them as 
Christians; for had they known that you “rejected their 
claim to Christianity, on the ground of their holding | and 
using men as their property, they never would have given 
youa farthing. This you knew when you received their 
money. You have Berravep Curist—SOLD YOUR 
SAVIOUR—BARTERED HIM WHO IS GOD 
OVER ALL, BLESSED FOR EVER—for .£3000— 
by consenting to make Him the confederate of slave- 
breeders and slave- traders; and you are now attemptin; 
to convince the people of Scotland that these ‘sinners 0 
the first rank’’ are engrafted into Christ as es ‘fruit- 
ful branches of the true vine ! ! 
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To justify yourselves in this confederacy with man- 
stealers, you.say you have entered into it for THEIR good, 
and that you are induced to persevere in it for the purpose 
of showing'them their guilt, and of bringing them to repent- 
ance. The plea is specious, but most impious and falla- 
cious. This is not the way you treat other thieves. Do 
you admit horse-stealers to your communion and pulpits, 
as Christians and Christian ministers, in order to bring 
them to repentance? When you hear of a community of 
sheep-stealers calling themselves Christians, do you send 
your Cunninghams and Lewises to them as your deputa- 
tions, and form an alliance with them, engaging to 
receive them as Christians, in order to reform them? You 
do not. 

Why, then, did you send your Cunningham and Lewis 
8000 miles, to form an alliance with those whom you had 
formerly been accustomed to regard as manstealers, and 
then, on their: return with £3000, received as pay for 
your countenance, seek to justify yourselves, by saying 
you did it all for their good? You engaged to admit them 
to your pulpits and communion ‘‘as honoured, respectable, 
useful, evangelical churches and ministers of Christ,’’ 
[Rev. Dr. Cunningham’s speech before the Presbytery of 
Edinburgh] in order to persuade them to -quit stealing 
men! You now wrap the bright robe of Christ’s right- 
_ gousness around men whom, before you left the Hsta- 
~ blished Church, you were accustomed to denounce as the 
worst of thieves! What has made those Carolina and 
‘Mobile manstealers seem so lovely in your eyes, since you 
left the Establishment ? How is it that since you called 
yourselves the ‘‘ Free Church of Scotland’’—those very 
slave drivers, whom you denounced as the worst sinners, 
while you were in what you call your ‘‘ Erastran Bonp- 
AGE,’’ have become your companions in the pulpit, 
andat. the communion table of our Lord? You know 
their character is unchanged. They are still MAN- 
STHALERS—and continue to breed, buy, and hold 
slaves. You say it is all for their good!! So slave- 
holders steal men for their good, and then you embrace 
the: manstealers as Christians, for their good? Did 
Christ and the Apostles thus receive thieves, adulterers, 
drunkards, and extortioners, to the fellowship of saints, 
as the new-born children of adoption, in order to induce 
them to forsake their sins ?’? - 

Again— You seek to justify your confederacy with man- 
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stealers by charging Abolitionists with errors on other sub- 
jects. What are your charges? Henry C. Wright and. 
Wm. Lloyd Garrison deny that the first day Sabbath, is. 
of divine appointment; ‘that the Old Testament is of any 
authority against the positive commands of the New; and 
that war is ever right. Because we hold these opinions, 
you insist on—what? Not that our charges against you 
are false; for you yourselves admit that American slave- 
holders are man-stealers; that you are pledged to receive 
them to your pulpits and communion, and that you shared. 
their plunder, with the understanding on their part, that 
they were thus to be received by you; but, that you are 
justified in this alliance. \ 
Whether my views of the Sabbath, of War, and the 
authority of Moses, when quoted to overthrow the autho- 
rity of Christ, be right or wrong, I shall not stop to argue 
now. Nor do I ask you to recognise me as a Christian. 
Set me down as a Jew, a Mahometan, a Heathen, or 
Infidel, if you can find it in your hearts to do so. I ask, 
How does this prove that your league with slave-breeders 
is right? she, 
Your argument is this—Henry C. Wright denies that the. 
first day is any more holy than any other day, therefore | 
it is right for us to form a Christian alliance with Man-. 
stealers!' He is a Non-Resistant; therefore the | Free 
Church will welcome Slave-breeders to her pulpits and 
communion. HH. C. Wright is not a Christian; therefore 
Man-stealers are Christians, and it is right that: the Free 
Church should welcome them, as such, to her loving 
embrace. H. C0. Wright isnot the man to instruct the 
Nixons, the Lewises, the M‘Naughtans, the Chalmerses, 
Cunninghams, Candlishes; the Warders, Witnesses, 
Watches, and Guardians of the Free Church in Christian 
morals; therefore we will go to Man-stealers for instruction. 
<‘The abolitionists are wholly destitute of judgement, sense, . 
or Sanity;”’ therefore the Free Church is justified in draw- 
ing closer the bonds of Christian fellowship with ‘‘renoun-— 
cers of Marriage-rights—with Man-stealers—with adul- 
terers—with men polluted with incest—stained with the 
blood of innocents—leprous with sin.’’—( Henry Grey.) 
Such is your plea. Will it stand in the court of Heaven? 
Friends, I believe that Christ is ‘‘ Gop MANIFEST IN THE 
FLESH:”? He ismy only ‘‘ Lawgiver, Judge, and: King.’’ 
Around that Being cluster all that is dearest to me on 
Earth, and all my hopes for Eternity. Whatever you may 
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think or say of me, you will admit that I have too much 
regard for the honour of my Redeemer, to associate His 
name with MAN-STEALERS. | This you are labouring 
to do. In the name of God, I charge you to cease to 
promote this alliance. In the deliverances of your Gene- 
ral Assembly—in the speeches of your Cunninghams, and 
Candlishes; your Lewises, your Nixons, your M‘Naugh- 
tans, and your Roxburghs; in the letter of your Chalmers; 
in your Witnesses, Warders, Guardians, and Watches, 
you have sought to justify yourselves in.associating the 
name of Christian and of Christ with Man-stealers. Say 
what you can find it your duty to say of me and of my 
coadjutors in the holy cause of Abolition, only follow the 
example of your Szcession and Hx.mr brethren, and 
adopt the principle—that no slaveho'der shall be admitted 
to your pulpits and. communion—and I will bless you in the 
name of my God and of His three millions of enslaved chil- 
en. | 

Acain—You seek to justify your copartnership with 
manstealers, by asserting that others before. you have 
shared in their spoils. You refer to the Rose. Street 
Secession Church—to the Argyll Square Chapel—to the 
Congregationalists—to the Baptists and Methodists—to 
Cotton and Sugar Merchants—to Missionary Societies— 
and to all who use the products of slave labour. These, — 
you say, received money of slaveholders, to carry out 
their plans. 

‘Admitting the facts to be as you assert—Because others 
have done wrong, does that justify you in doing wrong ? 
But your case and theirs are not. parallel, yourselves 
being witnesses. In no one instance cited by you, do 
you pretend to assert that the parties.agreed to receive 
the slavetraders to their pulpits and communion as 
Christians. For fifteen months hayel sought, in connexion 
with the Glasgow Emancipation Society, and others, to 
show the Free Church her sin. I have preferred against 
her one single charge, and only one, which is, SHE HAS 
FORMED aCONFEDERACY wira MANSTEALERS ; 
engaging to receive them to her communion and_pulpits 
as “honoured, evangelical Christians, serying, God in the 
Gospel of his Son. (See speeches of Cunningham, Cand- 
lish, Lewis, Nixon, &c. ; deliverances,.of Assembly and 
Commission ; the letters of Dr. Chalmers, and the Wit- 
ness, and Warder, and Border. Watch, Free Church 
papers.) This charge you have never denied, but have 
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uniformly tried to justify yourselves in forming this alli- 
‘ance, and have laboured to convince the people. of this 
kingdom that American manstealers are Christians, and 
ought to be received as such. nisig al 
Here is the difference between the Free Church and the 
instances you quote as parallel:—You went to those slave- 
-traders as to Christians; the others did not. You solicited 
‘money of them as of Christians; the Rose Street Church, 
the Argyle Square Chapel, the Missionary Societies, &e. 
‘did not. You engaged to receive them to your pulpits and 
communion as Christians, and your delegates entered their 
‘pulpits and sat at their communion in Christian fellowship; 
the cotton merchants did not: they gave their money to 
you with the understanding that you were to’ recognise 
them as Christians, for they never would have given it had 
you refused ; they sold their goods to merchants with no 
‘such understanding. Thus your case differs from all the 
instances you quote to cover your sins. The PRICE, 
the DREADFUL PRICE, which you paid for the money ! 
You consented to league the Son of God, in loving 
fellowship with manstealers! You sold your Saviour 
‘for £3000!! You betrayed the world’s Redeemer 
into the hands of slave-breeders and slave-traders for 
“money!! You consented to place him in the company of 
smanstealers, AS ONE OF THEM—and you are now trying to 
get all Scotland to help you to keep Him there!’ You 
insist that those who breed and rear men for the market 
as brute beasts, are one with Christ, a part of His body, 
have His mind, are partakers of His nature, and ‘that 
Christ is one with them!!! Such is the'dreadfal price paid 
by you for the money obtained of slaveholders, for they 
never would have given it had you not paid that price. 
Thus to associate Christ with manstealers, is to betray 
Him into the hands of His deadliest enemies. ‘This price 
ei apg paid by merchants for their money or their 
goods. | baa 
~ Besides, the Congregationalists, the Baptists, the Me- 
thodists, the Secession and Relief Churches, the Volun- 
taries and Dissenters, years ago, have been rebuked for 
whatever countenance they gave, or seemed to give, to 
slaveholders; and that, too, by yourselves, while you were 
in the Establishment. What has been the result? All 
these denominations have adopted the principle of no fel- 
lowship in the pulpit, nor at the communion, with slave- 
holders. The proof of this you will find in the recent de- 
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cisions of the Relief and Secession Synods; in the con- 
demnation of their delegates to America by the Baptists 
and Congregationalists years ago; in the refusal of the 
Methodist Conference, last year, to admit a: slaveholder 
to. sit_ as a member; and in the Report of the London 
Anti-Slavery Committee, giving the proceedings of the 
world’s Anti-Slavery Convention in 1843. All that is 
now asked of you is, that you would go and do likewise. 

How is it that you now so strenuously sustain your own 
delegates to America in doing the very thing which you: 
formerly condemned the delegates of the Congregationalists 
and Baptists for-doing?, Then you were in what you now, 
call ‘* Krastian bondage’?—<‘‘ Egyptian darkness.’’? Now 
you call yourselves the free Church, the pure Church, the 
émmaculate Church of Scotland. Yet, now you traverse the 
ocean to throw yourselves into the loving embrace of man- 
stealers, the very thing which: you severely eondemned 
the Voluntaries for doing, while you were in the State 
Chureh. You once could lavish upon GHORGE TH OMP- 
SON your highest applause for his noble zeal and fidelity 
in rebuking a Cox and Hoby, a Reid and. Mathieson, for 
truckling to the slaveholders of America; and now you 
denounce him as an Infidel, a deceiver, and. full. of. all 
subtlety; because he rebukes your Cunningham, Candlish, 
and Chalmers, for a far meaner and more. abject, subser- 
viency to the same manstealing horde. 

Cease your obstinate perseverance in this covenant with 
manstealers.. Imitate the various bodies of Dissenters. 
Adopt the principle that No SLAVEHOLDER SHALL BE ALLOWED 
TO SIT AT YOUR COMMUNION, OR TO PREACH EN YOUR PULPITS, 
and the work is done... ' 

But you say, if we do this—WE MUST SEND BACK 
THE MONEY. For this reason, and for no other, I say, 
then SEND BACK THE MONKEY, that you may re- 
nounce the fellowship. You yourselves have declared 
that you cannot exclude slaveholders from your pulpits 
and communion while their money is in your coffers. As 
a preliminary step to renouncing the fellowship—you are 
urged TO SEND BACK THE MONEY. Do as your 
SECESSION and RELIEF neighbours have done; say 
to slaveholders—We can have no more fellowship with 
you as Christians till you repent; and then go and get 
allthe money of them vio they are willing to give. You 
would get no more £3000, but you would get something 
much less to your taste. 
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Ayain, you appeal to the Inspired Record for justifieas 
tion.—-Do you mean to assert that Christ and the Apostles 
taught that men might hold and use men as property in 
accordance with the spirit and precepts of Christianity? 
If not—Why quote them to establish the claims of Ame- 
vican. slaveholders to Christian fellowship? You know 
that they all do hold men as property—that they are man- 
stealers. Meet this point, for it is the only one at issue. 
Is it consistent with Christianity to turn MAN into an article 
of merchandise? So far from it—Christianity denounces 
all who do this as manstealers, and ranks them with mur-: 
derers of fathers and murderers of mothers. You can find: 
no refuge for yourselves or your allies in the glorious gos 
pel of the Blessed God... Christ repudiates the man- 
st@aling confederacy into which you would bring Him, and 
says to you—‘‘ Come out from among them—touch not 
the unclean thing, and I will beyour God, and ye shall be 
my people.”’ 


In conclusion, let me call your attention to the only 
uestion at issue between us: YOU ARE IN LEAGUE. 
WITH MANSTEALERS, and are pledged to receive 
them to your pulpits and communion as Christians. You 

have thus betrayed Christ into the hands of his deadly 
enemies. This is my only accusation against you. I en- 
treat you to annul this covenant with death. Yousay you 
cannot while the slaveholders’ money is in your coffers. 
I say to you, then, in the name of God and humanity, — - 


SEND BACK THE MONEY! 
Your sincere friend and well-wisher, : 
HENRY C. WRIGHT. 
Eprnsuren, May 20, 1846 


J. CLARK, PRINTER, GLASGOW, 
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